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v | only on this account, that the collgggs_may fupply them with f’.“,‘ﬁ‘ifsi an d be looke d up to a $ing-
dclgand cx’amplcS. RS ) '.. . . | EEL ) ] " ) .'._..., . ._“.:‘..’”4; - 1\ ‘

'On every grand occafion in life it-is furely proper to take a comprehenfive.view of the fubjedl, to
confider all its dependences, and, if poffible, to penctrate into remote conféquérices,” and not to con~
. temiplate a maggificent ¢difice in the manticr of ‘the infect in the fable, e vt b
" The ftate 6f Maryland-is conne@ed by ties, which we truft may ncver be diffolved, with fourteen -
‘other ftates. The affairs of this great confederated - republic are condu&ed b?f‘dé]'egg_t'cs"f'rom' each -
ftite affembled in congrefs—Will country fchools alone prepare a youth ‘for acling his part with glo.
Ty to Kimfelf, and repatation and advantage to hl§ country, on that aug‘qﬁ‘thcntr'c,'iq‘that’ grand con-
vention of ftateéfmen and-patriots {* To'this quc@xon it may poflibly be'réplied, that men of plain fenfe
and honefty are the fafeft to confide in. But it never yet Wis known that knowledge' debafed “the .
human tind, or that the ‘union’of fplendid talents with-integrity did not render a man more fit ta
difcharge the higheft-offices 'of'g'ovcm’r?xqpt. B R
" The United States, 'in'a few years, ‘will unqueftionably be. the greatet and moft flourifhin y as
well as the ‘moft-extenfive nation or emplre on carth, provided only' that it fhall poflefs men t far
the condu& of its affairs. “In every aflociation of flates there nmuft, at times, bea clathing of. inx
terefts, 'and of zourle an attempt to facrifice the rights of ohie to the advantages of another.  Ought
not then the ftate of Maryland, as well as the ather ftates, “to take efpecial .tare,” that“in the gencral
legiflature her Tights and intereftg fhall never ‘be viol t;d or neglected ! The feat of the general go-
- vernment, in a fhort time, is to be within the prefent limits of this ftate, and.on this account it will
become of greater importance than ever to fulhl- the intention of the founders of St. Johi’s college,
- by providing a fucceflion of honeft and able men. . ’ SR .
It has ever appeared to the truftecs of this college, that Annapolis, of all-other places, is the beft
calculated for carrying that intention into effe&, and hence it'was that they chofe Annapolis- for its
feat. It is a deplorable idea of a complete education which “docs not comiprehiend in it manners, a
knowledge of the world, and fome training ¢o palitics.! Of Annapolis; with refpect to manners as
well as morals, it may be invidious to make any remark,- Witli relpe@ to fize and population it is
precifely the place for a college. It is not fo large as that each ftudent may notibé known to cvery
inhabitant, and it is not fo fmall but that the whole body of ftudents may be overawed from Riots or -
diffolute behaviour. 1t enjoys that fingular advantage of having the truftces always on the fpot] ca~
pable of fuperintending its profefioss and mafters, and the idea of excelling in the eyes of ‘thefe men
will ever be a powerful incentive to the ftudents. - It is here that youths may be trained to the art of
government, that moft ufcful, ‘moft noble,” moft difficult of all [ciences,—I¢ is here, that atterding the
public debates, the ingenuous ardént youth will catch the flime of patriotifm, and imbibe- a'laudable
ambition, ‘ - ‘ : : : C -
Now [uppofing that this college affords the benefits of education only to the rich—fuppofe what
the -following detail will difprove—and it is fill the rich man only.who will not be injured b
_its fuppreffion.  With a view to expence only, it is of no confequence to him whether he fends his
fon to Annapolis, Philadelphia, Princeton, Licge or Eton.—Many are the youths whom St. John's -
college may prevent from being fhipped to Europe, and becoming aliens, if not in perfon, at leaft
- in" affe@ion.—It was -this unhappy circumftince which was moft complained of before the revolu-
tion, and it is this circumftance, which, at this time, deferyes:a more ferious confideration. Can-
~ not your honours ‘even recolle® cafes where this ftate hath loft fome of jts belt men, becaufe they
could not "conquer the ftrong attachments formed in the courfe of their education in neighbouring
ftates? Is it not common too for young men who have been fent to ‘Europe to return with an ad-
miration of every thing forcign, and a contempt for their countrymen.—And yet thefe are the men,
if the colleges are to be' fupprefled, on whom we muft hereafter principally depend, as ftatefmen, °
patriots and heroes. - =~ D v ‘ - IR
. That the fending eur children to other ftates, or beyond fea, for their education, is attended with .

-~ 'the lofs of money-to the ftate, is then the leaft of all confiderations on this importans fubje&t.

‘ It has even been afferted; that the inflitution of feminaries, of which the benefits are confined to the
tich, has a dire&t tendency to ariftocracy. It isindeed truc, that cducation, above all other things ex-
cept wealth, will contribute to the acquifition of power and influence.—But is it not equally true and

~* ebvious, 'that ‘every reftraint on education within the ftate will have a tendency to confine that
power and influence to a fmaller numbér? In fa&; deprive youths of the opportunity of obtaining
a liberal education within the ftate, ard none but the fons of the rich will hereafter enjoy it.” ~ -
2§  If atlaft it be the heavy expénce to the public which affords the only plaufible pretext for abolith.
@ ing the college, or (which amounts to the fame thing,) for refuming the funds, let us only advert to
- the'very firiking difference between the circumftances of the. flate, ‘when the' donation 'was miade, -
¢ -and its fituation, now that an attempt is made to take it away by the ftrong hand of power.—If in -
"« feven.years the college fhould produce only one truly virtuous citizen of fplendid talents, and ani- -
mated ‘with that ardour in his country’s caufe which his education is fitted'to'infpiré, he-is of more .-
___real value to the ftate than the donations for that time thrice three times muleiplied. ~ : 7 ¢
. ™2 The truftees have touched ogly on a few points for the confideration of the fenate. Points and

- 2rguments of inferior importance ‘they have omitted. They doubt not, that every thin they have
-, 'fuggefted, would have readily occurred to that honourablc‘qu{’;——but' they conceive ; that they
~ thould not " faithfully difcharge their facred truft, if they did not pu 1iclg ftand forth in vindication of
~ 3. their chartqr.‘-?@;éy‘jnowyrocecd to give that information which hath been‘requiréd, 'and which

will-extiibit it more glaring light the inex ediency of the propofed a&, and its total incompatibilit
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